DANZIG

During the second half of the Seven Years War
Danzig was a rich city. The Russians wanted to
occupy it, but, instead, the Prussian menace arose.
The King of Prussia, heir of the Order, came to
take possession of the prey captured by the Order
more than four centuries earlier, then lost by them*
Frederick the Great exploited the decision of the
Warsaw Elective Assembly of 1764 to introduce a
general customs duty for Poland as a pretext to
strangle Danzig. Frederick declared that this
measure was to his detriment and he compensated
himself at the expense of Danzig. (Hitler in 1938
was therefore following an historical precedent
when he ordered an economic war against Poland
by Danzig.) Danzig lived by its trade with Poland
and through free shipping on the Vistula. Frederick
established a customs post at Marienwerder, on
the Middle Vistula, imposing extortionate duties.
The Polish King, Poniatowski, a favourite of
Catherine II, complained in St. Petersburg and
Frederick was obliged to abandon this gold mine.
He then began to flirt with Danzig, and this was
followed by endless vexations, as when he alleged
that there were thousands of Prussians of military
age hiding in Danzig. Finally he occupied the
territory of Danzig and, in 1770, imposed a war
levy. During the negotiations in connection with the
second partition of Poland he claimed, in addition
to West Prussia, the city of Danzig. However,
Catherine was still in her senses. The Danzigers,
too, made a big noise and, among others, appealed
for aid from Great Britain.
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